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Every two years in the U.S., we’re confronted with yet another mass shooting, be it in a movie theater, a shopping mall or a kindergarten class. It’s an issue that’s entered into the national conversation with such regularity that there’s even an annual White House forum on it. In the past year alone, there have been shootings in a movie theater in Lafayette, Indiana, a shopping mall in Oregon, an
elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut, and a medical facility in Oregon. It seems like every time there is a mass shooting, the question inevitably arises: how did this happen? It’s a question I’ve asked myself since the second one came out. What is the difference between Aurora and Sandy Hook? Between now and the 2012 shooting? Between the 2009 shooting at Fort Hood and the 2010

shooting at Ruby Ridge? Between the Orlando nightclub shooting and the 2012 shooting in Aurora? Aurora and Sandy Hook are different, of course. But that’s like saying the shooter at a Fort Hood shooting is the same as the shooter at a Sandy Hook shooting. They’re different shooters, but the madness is the same madness. How did they come to be? What could have been done to stop them? In
America, we don’t have meaningful gun control. In most states, we have some sort of background check, if only at the point of purchase, but we don’t require a license to carry a gun. 82157476af
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